Minutes

Throop Borough Council

Monday, September 26th, 2016

Public Hearing 6:30 p.m.

The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.


(God Bless Our Troops and the Coalition(
ROLL CALL: 

Members of Council:

Richard Kucharski - P




Vince Tanana - P
Thomas Lukasewicz, President - P

Charlene Tomasovitch - P







David Repchick, Vice President - A
John Musewicz - P

Bob Magliocchi - P




Solicitor - Louis A. Cimini - P

Mayor - Wayne Williams - P

Assistant Treasurer - Lenore Dolan - A
Secretary - Renee O(Malley - P

Chief Clerk/Treasurer -Robin Galli - P

Attorney Cimini:  This is the time and date scheduled for a hearing.  There has been an application filed to approve a liquor license #R6863 transfer into the borough from Scranton.  According to the Liquor Control Board and the liquor code itself the receiving municipality, which is Throop Borough, has to issue a Resolution.  Before they can issue a Resolution they have to have a public hearing to allow intricate parties to state any concerns they may have regarding the transfer of the license again from Scranton into Throop Borough.  The transfer is proposed by Dunmore Beer and Deli to facilities within Throop Borough located at 914 Dunmore St.  The way this will be run, I believe the applicant is here and we will allow them if they want to say anything prior to public comment to make a presentation.  After that we will go row by row.  State your name, address and if you have anything of concern regarding the proposed transfer.  I just want to say before that, that Throop Borough is not waiving any rights to have the application reviewed under its own zoning ordinance.  This is strictly for the Liquor Control Board and that final transfer is still subject to their approval.  So you are representing the applicant?
I am.  Yes.

Attorney Cimini:  Ok you can please state your name.

Thank you for your time this evening.  My name is Joe Washinski and I represent Dunmore Beer and Deli Inc. with regards to the reference transfer of PA liquor license
#R-6863 to the Dunmore Beer and Deli Inc. located at 914 Dunmore St.  I would just like to make very brief comments.  The purpose of this transfer is to allow an already existing convenience store to sell 6 packs and 12 packs of beer.  Take out.  Their running/operating on limited hours so they do close at 9 pm so sales of beer will stop at 9 pm.  They are not running any extended hours. There is no live entertainment.  As the solicitor indicated this is just the first step in the process.  My client still has to undergo rigorous Pennsylvania liquor control board background checks, finance checks; they have to go through any proper zoning if they wanted to make any improvements to the property which they do plan on doing.  This is just the first step in the process to start the transfer.  A few other things I’d like to mention, these guys are going to add jobs.  Think they are going to have to hire between 3 & 5 more people to work to be able to operate the deli and the beer store.  They are going to need construction so they are also putting it out there if anyone has any recommendations so they can hire locally for purposes of the construction, the electrical, the plumbing etc.  They are open to that as well.  They want to work with the community on that.   For LCB purposes there has to be a separate entrance, a separate cash register for the beer section.  So they have to, there is a whole laundry list of PLCB rules and regulations that they have to adhere to upon proper transfer with the LCB.  So that is pretty much all I have at this time.  Thank you for your time.
Attorney Cimini:  Alright we are going to go row by row if anybody has any comments that they want to make.  First Row, second Row, third row, fourth row, fifth row.  Anyone in the back?  Anybody on Council have any questions?

Kucharski:  I have a question.  So this is also going to be a deli?  So it’s going to be a deli and a beer store?

Washinski :  Yes they are going to serve sandwiches, pizza, subs.  Prepared, made to order type thing.

Kucharski:  Thank you.

Lukasewicz:  Will there be any sit down consumption of alcohol?   
Washinski:  No. According to the regulations they have to provide for seating but we do a lot of these convenience store type transfers where although there is required seating per the LCB it’s cost prohibitive and a bad business model to have people come in they are not running a bar so this is going to be a package take out type where if you want to sit down and eat a sandwich and have a beer you can do that.  You can’t remove a beer that is open from the premises but their not in the business of allowing loitering or anything like that.  It is going to be closely regulated because with the LCB fees and renewal fees and the cost to renew every year and transfer it is becoming very costly to have a liquor license so you really need to sell beer and get people in and out.  They are not looking to open a bar by any means.  And as I indicated they are closing at 9 pm so they aren’t looking for that type of crowd at all.
Lukasewicz:  Ok but the direct answer to my question 
Washinski:  The direct answer is yes because there is no – a lot of people get confused this is an R license which means restaurant.  In Pennsylvania there is no convenient store license.  So anyone that tells you that it just doesn’t exist.  You have the D license for the distributor, you have an E license, an R license but there is no convenient store license per say so they can in turn down the road sell it to a restaurant that wants to use it and it’s the same category of license so they really, the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board has evolved over the years.  They used to have, they would be separate businesses, separate locations which they still technically are.  There is going to be separate companies but now you have interior connections.  If you’ve seen a grocery store, you have a chain where several years ago you had to have a full wall.  They call those interior connections so they are evolving to try to, I guess, to adopt some more practically sensible alternatives but as of today to answer your question is yes and there is no means to really get a convenience store license.  It’s just self policing in order to promote a really profitable business.
Lukasewicz:  Thank you for your answer.

Attorney Cimini:  Anybody else on Council?  Ok.  Our next step this meeting will be to put a motion to advertise the Resolution.  If it passes it will be advertised and we will go to either pass it at the next meeting, the mid month meeting.  October 10th.  Ok that’s it.  Nobody else?  


Motion by Musewicz



Seconded by Tomasovitch


To advertise the Resolution for the proposed transfer of PA Liquor License #R6863 by Dunmore Beer and Deli Inc. to facilities within Throop Borough located at 914 Dunmore St. Throop, PA.


All in favor




Motion carried

Attorney Cimini:  Thank you.

Washinski:  Thank you.  Have a good evening.
Lukasewicz:  This concludes the hearing then.

Attorney Cimini:  Yes.
