 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Minutes
Throop Borough Council

Monday, May 11th, 2020

Special Work Session/Meeting 

ROLL CALL: 

Members of Council:

Anthony Gangemi - P
Mike Chorba - A
Richard Kucharski – President - P



Charlene Tomasovitch - P
Vince Tanana - P
Wayne Williams - P
Bob Magliocchi - Vice President - P




Solicitor/Borough Manager - Louis A. Cimini - P
Mayor - Joe Tropiak - P
Secretary - Renee O’Malley - P
Chief Clerk/Treasurer -Robin Galli - P
Announcements:
* An executive session was held this evening at 6:00 p.m. to discuss legal and personnel issues.

Work Session/Meetings:
* The May monthly work session/meeting will be held on Tues. May. 26th, 2020 at 6:30 p.m..
* The June monthly work session/meeting will be held on Mon. June 29th, 2020 at 6:30 p.m.
*June, July and August there will only be an end of month meeting.
There were no audience comments on tonight’s agenda.
1.
Motion by Williams



Seconded by Tomasovitch
To accept the minutes of the April 27, 2020 council meeting.

All in favor




Motion carried
2.
Motion by Magliocchi


Seconded by Williams

To advertise an Ordinance adopting Reilly’s Engineering and Traffic Study to install a stop sign (and any other signs necessary) at the top of Pancoast Street at its intersection with Charles Street.


All in favor 




Motion carried
3.
Motion by Tomasovitch


Seconded by Gangemi


To pay the 5 employees at the Civic Center an additional $2.00/hour retroactive to start date of center ----- and to pay them each a $150.00 bonus.
Magliocchi:  What’s the bonus?  To who?

Tomasovitch:  Civic center.  The 5 employees that are still working.

Magliocchi: So you gave them $150.00 bonus plus $2.00 an hour?

Tomasovitch:  Yea that’s what mort of the people that are in this are doing with their businesses.

Magliocchi:  I’m not against it  I agree we’re doing it too but are we giving it to everyone that is working?

Tomasovitch:  No just the Civic Center.

Magliocchi:  No police or anything?

Tomasovitch: No.

Kucharski: No.

Galli:  Does that go back to the day we closed?  March 16th?
Cimini:  It was the Monday after the St. Patrick’s Day.


All in favor, Williams abstained

Motion carried 

on daughter
4.
Motion by Williams



Seconded by Tanana


To hire Erica Nemitz for Civic Center Summer Help at the prevailing rate plus an additional $2.00/hour while still in the red zone.

On the question:

Magliocchi being that no other employees are coming in and she’s being hired and willing to work is that going to bump her out when other people want to work now when nobody else wanted too?  Or can she continue to work?  You know what I mean? Doesn’t think it’s fair that she is going to come in when nobody else wants too and when this is over and they want too she’s out and these guys they’ll get the hours.
Tanana added that she will be part of summer help.

Magliocchi:  I know but we need help now and as of now I believe everyone else refused to come in correct?

Williams:  That is correct.  Also think these 2 will work more in the summer because they are home from school. It’s a sore subject with everybody that these people don’t want to work.
Magliocchi:  Right, I just don’t want to see these guys you know get bumped out when they are willing to work.

Tomasovitch:  No they can get preference.

Williams added theat he thinks everyone agrees with you (Bob).

Magliocchi:  That’s all.

Kucharski asked Lou if he has an issue with that.

Cimini:  No

Gangemi added that the only problem with that is you have be careful not to appear that you are hurting, punishing anybody because of their failure to come in because our last conversation

Magliocchi:  No I don’t want to punish them I just don’t want these guys to get the sore end.

Gangemi:  You just have to be careful that’s all.

Kucharski:  Even with the respect to the people refusing to work many of us had issues with that  but it appears there are laws regulating that so it may need to be research more.  It appears they are in the right.
Magliocchi:  If they don’t feel safe, they don’t feel safe.

Williams added but that is not the issue.  Is there a space when you fill out unemployment that asks you if you have been offered hours to work?

Tomasovitvh:  Yes there is.   I do it every 2 weeks.  They should be writing yes they were offered.

Magliocchi:  If you are offering from what I understand I think it actually makes you ineligible from what I understand but I don’t know.

Gangemi said that is how it used to be but not sure with it in the red.

Tomasovitch:  I am collecting and that is how it is.  There is a question were you offered hours.  I write no because Perkins is closed.  They should be writing yes.

Cimini agrees but doesn’t think it is as simple as the governor saying if we are still in the red zone you don’t have to go back to work.  I don’t think that is the law.  I think if you have an underlying condition like diabetes, high blood pressure you can complain but I don’t think you can just say I want to stay home because I am afraid.

Williams:  Lou what if you draft a formed letter to these people saying that they have been offered time just so there is something on record.
Lou:  Yes.  Robin I will talk to you tomorrow about unemployment.

Tomasovitch:  I hope they are marking that they were given hours and they refused them.  That’s one of the questions.

Williams: That’s why we should get this letter out to them.

Kucharski thinks there is some research that needs to be done in terms of what the legalities are.

Cimini:  Ok.

Mayor questioned Char if you have to sign up every 2 weeks and if you don’t sign up if you’ll miss out.  Also asked where you go.
Tomasovitch:  Scranton UC benefits website.


All in favor




Motion carried
5.
Motion by Tanana



Seconded by Tomasovitch


To hire Erica Haefle for Civic Center Summer Help at the prevailing rate plus an additional $2.00/hour while in the red zone.


All in favor




Motion carried
6.
Motion by Williams



Seconded by Tomasovitch

To give Corey Shevchik a $1000.00 bonus.

On the question:

Magliocchi:  Questioned why we are only the Civic Center employee’s bonuses and no one else.
Kucharski: I mean the Police are mandated and not discretionary.
Magliocchi:  Corey is in management and so is Robbie and he is coming in.  I mean if we’re giving Corey $1000 I just don’t think that’s fair personally but. 

Kucharski:  Well again I don’t think you were on when Corey was on but he was talking about you know 356 senior meals over the last 2 weeks he’s been keeping things running and we talked about you know many grocery stores and other entities that are subject to being in harm’s way I guess for lack of a better term.
Tomasovitch:  He’s dealing with the public, he’s dealing with kids.

Williams:  Robbie’s generally by himself too, isn’t he?

Gangemi:  Yea and I think Corey is going above and beyond 
Tomasovitch:  Robbie shouldn’t get a bonus. 
Magliocchi:  I’m not just saying Robbie Maybe I’m looking at it differently.  I am walking into covid rooms and we’re considered management and we’re not getting bonuses for going into these rooms.  I mean I understand he’s delivering food and stuff but that’s a pretty big bonus but it’s up to you guys.  I’m just saying

Kucharski:  Well I think we looked at it from the stand point of if people are getting $2.00/hour plus $150.00 bonus it came to about $600, so works out to about $1,000.00. 
Magliocchi right so shouldn’t we review it when this is over or is it $1000 and he’s done?
Gangemi and Tomasovitch said he’s done.

Magliocchi ok so you’re basically equally it to the hourly wage

Gangemi:  Pretty much 

Kucharski but he’s salary

Magliocchi:  I understand that but the same theory

Gangemi we figure this is going to last until at least June
Williams June 4th
Gangemi so by then the hours folks will be up to about $800 anyway and he’s management so he may get a tad more
Magliocchi and I’m not necessarily saying I am against it but I just sometimes look at the overall picture and look at how well Chief Andy’s doing, he’s dealing with the public in the same way and stuff

Gangemi yep you always run that risk when you do for one but it’s something that we can revisit.

Magliocchi no I know but even like char said like Robbie he’s not dealing with the public, which is true but even when you go to look at the DPW workers, they’re with the public all the time out there

Gangemi:  But these Civic Center workers, many of the others refused to even come in, they stuck it out so we could keep that place open and like I said you can always look at all the other people at the end of all of this and it may come down to the end of year review and look back on.

Magliocchi:  Yea I’m not saying it’s not deserved I’m saying 

Tomasovitch:  I understand what you’re saying Bob but think of the DPW, they’re only working one or two days a week and they are getting paid for the whole week 

Maglocchi well that’s their perk but that’s not everybody’s, like you said Robbie is in the garage which is true but you have the police out with the public and I understand that that is their job too but that’s the Civic Centers job.  I mean of the police refuse to come in are we going to pay them more?  I’m just throwing out there how it sounded that’s all.

Gangemi: Yea but

Galli: Questioned if this will be a onetime payroll check with taxes taken out.
Kucharski:  Yes a onetime check with taxes taken out.

Tomasovitch added that taxes should be taken out.


All in favor




Motion carried
7.
Motion by Gangemi



Seconded by Williams


The DPW will return to work on May 18, 2020 and must implement all safety/CDC recommendations and follow all guidelines for preventing exposure.

Williams asked to make sure that Robert has stuff posted up there. 

Kucharski:  He has the lead in terms of making sure all that happens.

Tomasovitch:  I would say maybe stagger breaks but lunches mostly everyone goes home.

Magliocchi:  Even if you have the same breaks you just separate them.  Don’t let them cuddle and group up.


All in favor




Motion carried
Official Comments:

Will talk about the parks next meeting.

Gangemi suggested that all Council members call Robert regarding the underground cables for lighting on Sanderson.  It’s not as easy as it sounds.  So maybe we can help him to decide.  
Magliocchi suggested looking into purchasing a line painting machine for $3,000.00 and the DPW can paint the lines.

Mayor questioned how the mail is coming in and out.

Gangemi questioned if the time clocks were working.  Asked Galli to check with Department heads.

The meeting was adjourned.

Meeting Minutes by Renee O’Maley

 Borough Secretary
